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 ‘Advancing food safety education’
SAFE FOOD CONNEXIONS – PROMOTING BETTER FOOD SAFETY INFORMATION
A new food safety consultancy business, Safe Food Connexions, which aims to target high risk food safety practices and promote better information on food safety for consumers, was launched in Sydney today by food safety educator and communicator, Frances Warnock. 

“Safe Food Connexions will provide much needed advisory services on food safety education and communications to food producers, processors and retailers. It will also ensure more practical and meaningful information on food safety reaches consumers,” Ms Warnock said. 

According to the World Health Organization (WHO) foodborne diseases take a major toll on human health and millions of people fall ill and many die as a result of eating unsafe food. 
“While Australia can be proud of its strong track record of producing clean, safe food for consumers there is still an estimated 5.4 million cases of foodborne illness each year in this country,” Ms Warnock said.  

“The increase in foodborne illness outbreaks linked to fresh produce globally is a growing concern, especially at this time when consumers are being encouraged to eat more fresh fruit and vegetables for good health,” she said. 
“A 2007 consumer attitudes survey commissioned by Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) highlighted significant concern among Australian and New Zealand consumers about the safety of fresh fruits and vegetables.” 
Ms Warnock advised that “Australian consumers should have ready access to reliable and up-to-date information on the safety of fruits and vegetables. They also need practical guidance on how to select, handle, store and prepare fresh produce to ensure its safety.” 

“Unfortunately, Australia is lagging behind many countries in this respect,” she added. 
The World Health Organization and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations promote education as the least expensive, yet most effective way, to prevent foodborne illness. 

Safe Food Connexions aims to:

· INFORM consumers about the safety of foods by providing balanced and factual information.

· CONSULT and liaise with food producers, retailers, government food safety authorities and health organisations (local and international) to ensure better information on food safety for consumers, effective training of food handlers and the targeting of high risk food safety practices and behaviours.
· ENCOURAGE a more rigorous approach to the development and evaluation of food safety information and education programs. 
· LINK with national and international networks committed to food safety education and promotion. 
For further information about Safe Food Connexions, please contact Frances Warnock on: 

Telephone: (02) 9940 0169 or Mobile: 0418 269 216

Email: safefood08@optusnet.com.au 
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Background

 Frances Warnock

BSc (Hons) Food Technology, Grad Dip Nutrition & Dietetics, Grad Dip Further Education
Frances Warnock is a qualified food technologist, nutritionist and dietitian, and educator with some 30 years experience in the field of food safety education and public health nutrition. Ms Warnock began her career as a lecturer in food science with TAFE and then moved onto nutrition communications with the CSIRO some eight years later. 

In 1989 Ms Warnock joined the UNSW Food Industry Development Centre and from there was appointed inaugural Scientific Director of the Australian Food Foundation by food industry leaders. Following closure of the Foundation in 1995, Ms Warnock elected to set up her own consultancy practice specialising in food issues communication and project management.

During the past decade Ms Warnock has continued taking on high profile roles, including coordinating Australia’s first national food safety awareness week, project leader of the Australian horticulture industry’s Fresh Produce Watch Project until September 07, and working for the World Health Organization as an international consultant on food safety education in South East Asia. In May 2008, she attended the UN FAO/WHO Expert Meeting on fresh leafy vegetables and herbs.
Ms Warnock has written numerous consumer publications on food safety and hygiene including a book titled, “What you don’t Know, Can hurt you!” She is an experienced media spokesperson with guest appearances on national television programs including, Today Tonight, A Current Affair and Sunrise.

Ms Warnock has also featured on local and national radio discussing food safety issues and consumer concerns. She says her aim when doing media is to inform, not alarm.

A popular speaker, Ms Warnock has a reputation of consistently delivering sound practical advice on food safety to the public.   

Frances Warnock is a member of the International Association of Food Protection.        
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